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Committee:    Technology Committee  
 
Date:   May 7, 2009 
 
Members Present: Joni Kalstrup 
 
Others Present: David Downing, Scott Thompson, Vicky Cullinan 
 
 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 A.M.  
I. Computer Buy 
Mr. Downing presented the computer buy for 2009-2010.  This buy would replace machines that 
are 5 years old in the district.  We are shifting to a building-based purchase, which will yield 
more stable and consistent numbers throughout the years.  Different areas and buildings are 
placed on a 5-year replacement schedule.  This year we would be purchasing 118 machines, at a 
cost of $798.43 per machine, or $94,214.74.  These are the most powerful and least expensive 
machines we have ever purchased!  This will be presented to the Board at the May meeting. 
II. Laser printers 
Next year we will be adding color laser printers at each building and no longer buying ink for the 
deskjet printers.  Through this action, teachers will be able to print twice as much in color for 
less cost!  There will be lasers placed in a few areas in each building.  Teachers may keep their 
deskjets but will have to purchase cartridges themselves, or they may turn them in to the 
Technology Department.  Anyone who needs to print confidential material, such as social 
workers, will be allowed to keep their printer, and will receive cartridges. 
III.  Email protocols 
Mrs. Kalstrup talked about Secretaries using friendly links when they send out email 
communications.  For example, use Click Here instead of http://www.whatever.com.   Mrs. 
Kalstrup also inquired as to whether we could use email newsletters instead of links to 
newsletters. 
IV. Web Site 
The web site is coming along nicely, and will be ready for a June 22 launch!  One of the keys to 
the website is that all information will be accessible within the “3 click rule”.  This means that a 
visitor should never have to click more than 3 times to get to any information.  
V. Ipod Shuffle and Touch 
Mr. Thompson discussed the piloting of the Ipod Shuffle and Touch.  The Shuffle can be used 
for fluency reading at Hillcrest.  Students would record their voices and would be able to keep 
track of their progress through an electronic portfolio.  The Touch would be used in classrooms 
to help enhance 21st Century Skills for teachers and students.  There is still more to be worked 
out in this plan, as it is in the early stages of discussion. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
__________________________ 
David Downing 


